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1 Timothy

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Messiah Jesus according to the commandment of God, our
Savior, and Messiah Jesus, our hope,' 1:2 to Timothy, a genuine child in the faith, grace,
loyal love, and shalom from God the Father and Messiah Jesus our Lord.?

1:3 Just as | persuaded you to remain in Ephesus while | proceeded to Macedonia, so
that you could command some there not to teach different things,® 1:4 and not to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, which bring about controversies rather than
God’s program of instruction which is in the context of belief.* 1:5 And the purpose of our
instruction is love from a pure heart, a good understanding, and an unhypocritical belief,®
1:6 from which some have lost their way and wandered into worthless talk,® 1:7 while
desiring to be teachers of the Torah, but not understanding either what they are saying
or the things about which they are speaking confidently.’

1:8 And we know that the Torah is good, if someone declares it torahly,? 1:9 because we
know this, that the Torah does not exist for the morally perfect person, but for the
lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and disrespectful, for
killers of mothers and fathers, for murderers,® 1:10 for sexually immoral men, pederasts,
kidnappers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is different from sound teaching,™ 1:11
which is according to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, with which | was
entrusted."

1:12 | thank the Messiah Jesus, the Lord, for strengthening me, because he considered
me capable of belief when he put me into service, 1:13 even though | was formerly a
blasphemer and persecutor and an arrogant person. But | was shown mercy because |
acted ignorantly in unbelief.” 1:14 And the grace of our Lord super-abounded along with
faithfulness and love which is in the Messiah Jesus.™

1:15 The message is faithful and worthy of all acceptance, that Messiah Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, amongst whom | am the first."® 1:16 Nevertheless, on account
of this | was shown mercy so that the Messiah Jesus may demonstrate in me first all
patience for me to be an example of those who in the future would believe in him for
eternal life.”® 1:17 And to the King of the ages, to the immortal, invisible, only God, be
honor and glory into the ages of ages. Amen."’

1:18 | entrust to you, my child Timothy, this commandment, according to the prophecies
which have led the way for you, so that you fight the good fight with them,® 1:19 having
belief and a good understanding, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in
regard to their belief,'® 1:20 among who are Hymenaios and Alexandros, whom | have
given over to Satan in order that they be taught not to blaspheme.?

2:1 First of all, therefore, | urge that prayers, prayers, prayers, and thanksgivings be
made on behalf of all men,?' 2:2 on behalf of kings and all who are in a high position, so
that we may live a tranquil and quiet life in all devotion and respect.?? 2:3 This is good
and acceptable before our Savior, God,? 2:4 who desires all men to be saved and to
come to an understanding of truth.?* 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man, Messiah Jesus,?® 2:6 who gave himself as a ransom on behalf of
all men, the witness for its own times,?® 2:7 for whose purpose | was appointed a
spokesman and apostle, (I am speaking the truth; | am not lying), and a teacher of the
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Gentiles in belief and truth.?” 2:8 Therefore | desire the men in every place to pray while
raising holy hands without anger and dispute.?®

2:9 Likewise also | want women to adorn themselves with modest “dress,” i.e., with
reverence and right thinking, not with elaborate hairstyle and gold or pearls or expensive
clothing,? 2:10 but what is fitting for women—proclaiming fear of God through good
works.*°

2:11 Let a wife learn in quietness in all submissiveness.®' 2:12 But | do not allow a wife to
teach and dominate her husband, but to exist in quietness.® 2:13 For Adam was formed
first, then Eve.* 2:14 And Adam was not deceived. While the wife was being deceived,
he came into a state of disobedience.? 2:15 But he will be saved through childbearing if
they remain in belief, love, and holiness with good-thinking.*® 3:1 This statement is
reliable.

If anyone desires to be an overseer, he desires a good work.*® 3:2 Therefore, it is
necessary for the overseer to be blameless, a man of one woman, self-controlled,
sensible, orderly, lover of strangers, a skillful teacher,*” 3:3 not a drunkard, not a bully,
but gentle, not a brawler, not covetous, 3:4 guiding well his own household, having
children in submission with all seriousness,* 3:5 (and if someone does not know how to
guide his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?),* 3:6 not a
neophyte, so that he not become conceited and fall into the judgment of the devil.*° 3:7
And it is also necessary that he have a good testimony from those outside so that he
does not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.*’

3:8 Assistants likewise ought to be worthy of respect, not double-tongued, not addicted to
much wine, not greedy,*? 3:9 holding on to the mystery of the faith with a pure
understanding.*® 3:10 And indeed let these be authenticated first. Next let them serve
while being blameless.**

3:11 Wives likewise ought to be worthy of respect, not of the devil, self-controlled, faithful
in all things.*®

3:12 Let assistants be men of one woman, guiding well their children and their own
households.*® 3:13 For those who serve well gain a good standing for themselves and
much confidence in the belief which is in Messiah Jesus.*’

3:14 | am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you quickly,*® 3:15 but, if | am
delayed, so that you may know how it is necessary to conduct oneself in the household
of God, which is the gathering of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth.*°

3:16 And beyond question the mystery of godliness is great—he was revealed in the
flesh, was justified in his spirit, was caused to appear to angels, was proclaimed
amongst the peoples, was believed within the world, and was taken up with glory.*

4:1 And the Spirit clearly says that in the last times some will fall away from the faith
because they are paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,®' 4:2 by
means of the hypocrisy of liars who have had their own understanding permanently
marked as with a branding iron,*® 4:3 who hinder marriage and abstain from foods, which
God created for sharing with thanksgiving for those who believe and who understand the
truth,>® 4:4 because the whole creation of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected but
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received with thanksgiving.> 4:5 For it is set apart in light of the statement of God and
55
prayer.

4:6 By pointing out these things to the brothers, you will be a good servant of the
Messiah Jesus, being skillful with the words of belief and of the good teaching which you
have followed.* 4:7 Reject pointless and useless myths, and instead train yourself
towards godliness.®” 4:8 For bodily training is profitable for a few things, but godliness is
profitable for all things, because it contains the promise of life for now and the future.®®
4:9 This statement is reliable and worthy of all approval.*®

4:10 Towards this we labor and strive, because we have hoped in the living God who is
the Savior of all men, especially of believers.®® 4:11 Proclaim and teach these things.®’
4:12 Let no one belittle your youthfulness, but be an example of believers by means of
your speaking, by means of your lifestyle, by means of your love, by means of your
belief, and by means of your complete dedication.®?

4:13 Until | come, pay attention to reading, to persuasion, to teaching.63 4:14 Do not
neglect the spiritual gift in your case, which was given to you through a prophecy along
with laying on of hands of the elders.®* 4:15 Think about these things, be in these things,
so that your progress will be evident to everyone.®® 4:16 Give close attention to yourself
and to teaching. Remain in them, for by doing this you shall indeed save yourself and
those who listen to you.®®

5:1 You should not rebuke an older man. Instead, appeal to him as a father, to young
men as brothers,®” 5:2 to older women as mothers, and to younger women as sisters—
with all dedication.®® 5:3 Honor widows, the real widows.® 5:4 And if any widow has
children or grandchildren, let them first learn to act well towards their own house and to
give back a payment to their parents, for this is acceptable before God.” 5:5 And the real
widow and the one who has been left alone has hoped in God and continues in
entreaties and prayers night and day.”" 5:6 But the one who indulges herself beyond the
boundaries of morality has died although she lives.”

5:7 Command these things so that they may be blameless.” 5:8 And if someone does not
take care of his own, and especially his household, he has denied the faith and is worse
than an unbeliever.” 5:9 Let a widow be enrolled who is not less than sixty years old, the
wife of one man,” 5:10 being witnessed in good works, if she raised her children, if she
showed hospitality, if she washed the feet of the saints, if she helped those in trouble,
and if she followed after every good work.”®

5:11 But refuse younger widows, for when they are drawn away from the Messiah by
their impulses, they desire to marry,”” 5:12 having condemnation because they rejected
the first faith.”® 5:13 And at the same time the idle women are learning as they go around
to houses, and not only are they idle women but also gossips and busybodies, being
speakers of things that are not necessary.”

5:14 Therefore | want young women to marry, to bear children, to run a household, and

that no one give an opportunity to the one opposing for the sake of reproach.?’ 5:15 For
already some have turned away to follow after Satan.?! 5:16 If any believing woman has
widows, let her assist them and let not the church be weighed down in order that it may
assist those who are really widows.®?
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5:17 As for the elders who have led well, let them be worthy of twice the honor, especially
those who labor in the message and teaching.®® 5:18 For the scripture says,

You shall not muzzle an ox when it is threshing <Deuteronomy 25:4>,
and
The laborer is worthy of his wage <Levitucus 19:13; Deuteronomy 24:15>,%*

5:19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three
witnesses.?® 5:20 Reprove the sinners before everyone in order that the rest may also
have fear.® 5:21 | solemnly declare before God, the Messiah Jesus, and the chosen
angels/messengers that you guard these things without partiality, while doing nothing
according to favoritism.?” 5:22 Do not place hands quickly on anyone, and do not share in
the sins belonging to others. Keep yourself dedicatedly pure.® 5:23 No longer drink
water, but use a little wine on account of your stomach and your frequent ailments.® 5:24
The sins of some men are very obvious, leading before them to judgment, while the sins
follow after some.* 5:25 Likewise also good works are obvious, and the works that have
a characteristic otherwise are not capable of being hidden.®’

6:1 As many as who are slaves under the yoke, let them consider their own masters
worthy of all honor so that the name of God and the teaching are not blasphemed.* 6:2
And let those who have believing masters not despise them, because they are brothers,
but let them rather serve them because they are believers and beloved, those who
devote themselves to kindness.

Teach and proclaim these things.®® 6:3 If someone teaches different stuff and does not
agree with sound words from our Lord Jesus Messiah and with teaching that is
according to godliness,® 6:4 he has become proud, knowing nothing, but instead he has
an unhealthy desire for debates and disputing of words, out of which come envy, strife,
blasphemies, evil opinions,* 6:5 constant arguings of men who have been corrupted with
respect to their mind and been defrauded of the truth, supposing that the means of
gaining wealth is godliness.*

6:6 And godliness is a great means of gaining “wealth” along with contentment.%” 6:7 For
we have brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out.?® 6:8 And if we
have food and clothing, we shall be content with these,? 6:9 while those who desire to
get rich are falling into temptation and a trap and many foolish and harmful desires which
sink men into destruction and ruin.'® 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evil, which some, desiring it, were led astray from the faith, and they pierced themselves
through with many pains."’

6:11 But you, O man of God, flee from these things, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, belief, love, perseverance, and humility.'® 6:12 Fight the good fight of belief,
and take hold of eternal life to which you were called, and you confessed the good
confession before many witnesses.'” 6:13 | command you before God who gives life to
everyone and before the Messiah Jesus who bore witness to Pontius Pilate to the good

confession,'™ 6:14 that you keep the commandment by being spotless and without
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Messiah,'® 6:15 which will happen in its
own time.
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The blessed One and only authority, the King of those who reign and the Lord of those
who rule,'® 6:16 the only One having immortality, the One dwelling in unapproachable
light, which no man has seen and is able to see—to Him be the glory and power forever.
Amen."”

6:17 To the rich, command them in this age not to be arrogant and not to place their hope
in the uncertainty of riches, but in God who causes all things richly for us for
enjoyment.'® 6:18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous,
sharing,'® 6:19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the future, in order that
they may take hold of life indeed.*°

6:20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, while avoiding worldly foolish talk
and the opposition of that which is falsely called knowledge,"" 6:21 on account of which
some, while professing, have lost their way concerning the belief. Grace be with you
all."?
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! TIadrog dméctorog Xprotod Incod kot rémitayny 020D cmTipog MUdV kol Xpiotod Incod Tig EATidoc Mudv —
Paul greets his audience, Timothy, in these first lines of the letter. He states that he is an “apostle,” one of 13
authoritative and inerrant spokesmen for the Messiah, who is Jesus of Nazareth. And he became an apostle by means of
God’s commandment for him to do so. This is the one and only God, who is also the Savior of people like Paul and
Timothy by virtue of the fact that He rescues them from His eternal condemnation and destruction, these last two things
which they deserve because of their inherent evil. And the Messiah Jesus is their “hope” of eternal salvation and life,
because it is through his advocacy that they can be confident that they will obtain God’s eternal mercy and life in the
Kingdom of God.

Paul initially met Timothy in Lystra on his second missionary journey from A.D. 50-54 (cf. Acts 15:36-18:22). He
writes this letter from Macedonia in northern Greece during his third missionary journey from A.D. 54-58 (cf. Acts
18:23-21:17) while Timothy is in Ephesus and in between writing 1% and 2™ Corinthians.

2 Tipobée yvnoim téxve &v miotel, xdapic Eheog eiprivn &mod Beod Totpdg T kol Xpiotod Incod 1o kupiov UGV —
Paul is writing to his apostolic co-worker Timothy, whom he considers to be his own “child” of authentic belief,
because he was the one who first taught Timothy the gospel to which God caused him to respond with genuine belief.
Paul wishes God to continue to grant Timothy His sovereign work of His Spirit within him to cause him to be a genuine
believer and follower of Jesus. He also wants God to grant him His hesed (in Hebrew), His actions based upon His
choice to be loyal to those whom He has chosen and in whom He has already worked to produce a heart of commitment
to Him. He also wants God to grant him His shalom, His eternal wholeness of life which we acquire in its complete
form when Jesus returns and he establishes on earth the beginning stage of the Kingdom of God.

3 Kabag mapekdrecsd oe Tpooueivor v E@éco mopevdpevog i Makedoviow, Tva Toapayyeiing Tiolv uf
etepodidackarelv — Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus in western Turkey while he made his way west into northern
Greece, Macedonia, and he had commanded Timothy to stop any ideas different from the apostolic message from
entering as truth into the conversation of the Ephesian Christians. Keeping people on track with the truth of the gospel
is vital in a community of Christians, but it is also difficult because of how easily people grab onto worldly ideas and
incorporate them into the biblical message, as is shown by what Paul says in this letter and in others. This was to be
Timothy’s responsibility as Paul’s right-hand man and someone who understands the apostolic message as well as he
does because of Paul’s having instructed him in it.

4 uMde TpooEyelv PHBOIC KoL YEVEAOYIONG CGTEPEVTOIC, oiTivee "Ek{NTNoelg TOPéXOVoY HGALOV 1| Folkovopicv 0g0D
v év nictel — People can talk about unimportant issues which probably result more often than not in endless
controversies between them, or they can talk about the apostolic message centered in the whole Bible and God’s plans
and purposes for this creation, which is the only truly legitimate information within the sphere of authentic, biblical
belief. Paul is encouraging Timothy to urge the Ephesian Christians to pursue discussion of the latter and to avoid the
former.

310 8¢ Téhog ThC mapoyyeMog 0TIV YT £k KoBopEC Kopdiog Kol cvveldioeng dyadiic Kol TioTemg
avvrokpitov — The “our” is not in the Greek text, but certainly Paul is referring to the apostle’s and apostolic co-
workers’ instruction as contained in the Bible. Therefore, this is “our,” Paul’s and Timothy’s and the other apostles’
and apostolic co-workers’, instruction. It’s purpose is to help people learn to be loving, pure (single-minded) in heart
with respect to the gospel that results in their being loving, having a good understanding of the nature of reality as it
pertains to God and sinful human beings, and having belief which is not just for show and pretentious, but is genuine
and authentic.

6 v TIveg dloToxoOVTEG EEETPATNOOV gl portaohoyioy — It makes the most sense to see the referent of @v as the
things which Paul has just mentioned as the goal of his instruction in v. 5, from which the “some men there” in Ephesus
have departed because they are not listening to the apostolic instruction of the gospel.

7 géhovieg elval Vopodiddokadot, U voodvieg ufte & Aéyovotv uite mept Tivoy StoapeBototvton — Paul is saying that
even though people are students of the Bible, they may not actually be willing to confine their understanding of reality
to what the Bible says. Instead, they include ideas from the world which are false and/or immoral and combine these
with biblical ideas. As a result, they do not actually understand the Bible and what they have studied. And in Paul’s day
this was happening right within the Christian community, certainly not unlke our day either.

8 OTdopev 8¢ 811 KOAOG 6 VOpOC, E6v TiIC 0dTd vopinme "xpfton — Here “good” probably includes every characteristic
which Paul would attribute to the OT, its inerrancy, its truthfulness, its benefits, etc. But this goodness of the Bible/OT
is valuable only if someone understands it correctly and states its ideas correctly. Contaminating it with false ideas, for
example, would be to state its ideas in a non-Torah fashion, i.e., not torahly.

% £idg 10070, 671 Stkaie VOLOC 0V KEITOL, BVOOLS 88 KOl AVOTOTEKTOW, GoEPESY KOl GuapTOAOLG, GVOGTOLg KOl
Bepnrotc, TaTtpordaig Kol untporgois, dvdpoeovolg — The word BéBnrog is used three times in 1 Timothy (1:9, 4:7,
6:20), once in 2 Timothy 2:16, and once in Hebrews 12:16. The context is always people who are abject rebels against
God, i.e., those without respect for God. The verb Bepniow is used in Ezekiel 20:13 for 551 to refer to the Israelites’
rejecting the sacred nature of the Sabbath day according to the Mosaic Covenant. This sounds like the issue in Genesis
3 where Satan encourages Eve to decide for herself what is moral and not consider what God says to be sacred and



March 7, 2018 Translation and notes by Earle Craig
1 Timothy

divinely special such that it should never be ignored or considered by human beings to be something which can be set
aside without divine consequences.

Thus, Paul is saying that the Torah exists to communicate God and His justice and mercy to people who deserve His
justice and should seek His mercy, i.e., all human beings except of course Jesus of Nazareth.

10 zépvorg Gipoevokoitaig GvepamodioTaic WevoTalg ETOpKOLS, KO €1 Tt £Tepov T Vylouvovon Sidackolic:
avtikertal — A pederast is the young man who engages in homosexual activity with a younger boy. This practice seems
to have been accepted within Greek culture even prior to the first century A.D. Paul lists it along with the generic term
for sexual immorality, and kidnappers (?), liars, and people who intentionally inject false ideas about others into their
conversations as behavior which is what the OT addresses in order to encourage people to repent and seek God’s
eternal mercy, which is in line with the sound teaching of the OT.

M otd 10 evoryyéhiov Thic S6ENG ToD pokopiov Be0d, O Emiotevdnv éyd — The gospel is the gospel because it presents
the central idea of God’s mercy to sinners like those listed in the previous verses, and it is the very glory of the blessed
God because it demonstrates just how awesome He is in being willing to forgive those who do not deserve His mercy
and who cannot change themselves to become people who qualify for His mercy. And it is this message which God
through Jesus the Messiah has entrusted to Paul as the sole apostle to the Gentiles.

2 Xdpwv éxo 19 "évuvapdoavti pe Xpiotd Incod 1@ kupio qudv, 6Tt TeTév e Nynooto Béuevog eic Stakoviov —
Jesus ultimately believed the Father for what He could and would do within Paul to develop him into a person of
authentic belief and the unique apostle to the Gentiles. And Paul is grateful to Jesus himself for believing in what God
could do and did with Paul.

13 r2o mpdtepov vt T PAECONUOV KoL SIOKTNV Kol DPpLoTiv, AL fAenny, 611 dyvodv éroinoa év &miotic — Paul
freely admits that his original goal was to stamp out the Christian movement as described in Acts 8:1ff, and that his
motivation was not out of a genuine desire to obey God, but out of his own pride and arrogance in rebellion against
God. Nevertheless, God showed him mercy. The phrase “because I acted ignorantly in unbelief” is not describing the
actual cause of God’s showing him mercy, but the reason why Paul can call what God did “showing mercy.” Paul’s
ignorance and unbelief could never be said to be a legitimate excuse for his rebellion against God. He had studied the
OT but was unwilling to understand it correctly. He claimed to believe the “truth” of the OT but was actually unwilling
to believe it. Therefore, the only way to describe what God did to him and for him was His “showing mercy.”

14 drepemiedvacev 8¢ 1 xdpig T0D KLPLOV NUAV LeTd TioTEOC KOl Gydnng Thg v Xpiotd Incod — Here “Lord” is
the transcendent God, whose grace He extended towards Paul in such a bountiful way that even he, someone who was
wholeheartedly committed to destroying Christianity, became converted to belief in Jesus. It therefore makes sense to
see Paul as connecting both wictewg and dydnng, which can be found to be a person’s experience when he is “in the
Messiah Jesus,” living reality within the context of what God is doing to people whom He causes to become authentic
believers in the Messiah, to God and not to Paul. Thus, this is God’s faithfulness to carry out His plans of converting
people and God’s love for these people so that they become and remain true believers who carry out their tasks
assigned to them by God, i.e, their “gift” (cf. Ephesians 3).

15 r20 mpdtepov vt T PAGCENUOV KoL SIOKTNV Kol DPPLoThv, GAL fAenomy, 611 dyvodv éroinoa év amiotien — This
is the whole point of the creation, that God is saving undeserving people of inherent and uncontrollable evil from His
condemnation and destruction through the advocacy of Jesus the Messiah. So this is the most reliable statement in all of
human history and human knowledge, perhaps apart from the statement that there is a transcendent Creator of all the
creation. Or it could be said that because God’s plans and purposes for Jesus are His, then they are just as reliable as
His existence is as the Creator of all the rest of reality. Anything which is in the mind of God and pertains to His plans
and purposes is just as real and reliably true as God Himself. That which is in God is God.

16 gAAe 100 ToBTO NAENONY, Tvar &V ol TpodTw Evdeitnton ‘XpioTog Incode’ Ty Gmacoy pokpodvuioy Tpog
VTOTVTOCLY TOV PEAAOVTIQV TioTeEVEV €n” oOT® €ig {onv aidviov — And because God is all about rescuing sinners
through Jesus, God has and will rescue Paul while having been patient with him before He converted him and even
now showing him patience because Paul remains inherently evil, even as the unique apostle to the Gentiles who is
carrying out his responsibility with such fervor and faithfulness. This rightly makes Paul an example for anyone in the
future who would choose to believe in Jesus as the Jewish Messiah in order to obtain eternal life for themselves. They
too will be shown God’s mercy along the course of their Christian journeys in order that they obtain eternal life as Paul
will.

7T 8¢ Bacidel TOV aidvov, ‘GEOEPTO GOPLTE’ UoVe "Bed, TILT KoL SOE ei¢ TOVG CidVAC TOV OidVOV, UiV —
This is also a reference to the transcendent God. He is the King of the universe who assigns the responsbility of king
and ruler over the universe within the universe to the Messiah. Paul identifies the transcendent God who rightly
receives all the praise and admiration for dispensing His mercy towards undeserving sinners for all eternity.

8 Tohtnv v Topayyeriav mopotiBepal cot, tékvov Tiudbee, KoTé TOC TPOOYOVGHC EML GE TPOPNTELOG, TVaL
rotpotevn &v antolg Thv koAnv otpateiov — God has spoken the gospel for Timothy as an apostolic co-worker (and
for everyone else who is an authentic believer), and the “commandment” which Paul goes on to dissect and delineate in
2:1-15 is part of it. The reason why I think that these “prophecies” with its “commandment” is not specific to Timothy
is because Paul uses the first person pronoun “I” (e.g., 2:1,8,12) to explain the commandment. Thus, Paul would entrust
this commandment to any Christian, and now especially to Timothy as someone whom he trusts to understand the NT
message of Jesus as the Messiah. Indeed, this all may mean that the “prophecies” are God’s spoken ideas which
Timothy received directly from Paul as a truly authority prophet of God because he is an apostle.

7
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Paul wants Timothy to “fight the good fight” of battling worldly ideas which could enter into the Christian community
and thus keep the gospel pure within it. Cf. 1 Timothy 6:12 and Paul’s use of the phrase the “good fight of belief.”

19 gxov mioTv Kol dyadny cuveidnow, fiv Tivec dnmoduevol mepl Ty TioTv évondynoayv — The prophecies as the
gospel of Jesus as the Messiah and which authentic believers actually believe, provide someone like Timothy with a
“good understanding” of God and the nature of reality and how to live within it. But some, like Hymenaios and
Alexandros, have rejected the ideas which would constitute their own “good understanding,” the referent of 1jv to the
effect that they destroyed their belief. Thus, they have shown (if they remain committed to rejecting the gospel ideas)
that their belief was “hypocritical,” that it was for show and pretentious only (cf. 1:5;4:2).

20 v goTiv Tpévonog ko AAEEAVEPOG, 0V¢ Topédaka T coTavd, Tvo Todevddoy un Pracenuely — All it seems
that Paul means is that he now considers these two men to be unbelievers with the hope that God will work in them and
teach them not to believe ideas that are opposite to the gospel. In other words, people can learn the truth by being
confronted by their error and falsehood. Then they really grasp the truth and believe it.

2L rTTopokoA® 00V TPATOV TEVTOV TGO SENCELS TPOCSEVYHG EVIEVEEIC EVYUPLOTIOG VTEP TAVIOV GVOPOTOV —
This is the first item of the commandment which Paul mentions in 1:18. Paul wants Timothy and the Ephesian
Christians to pray for God to grant mercy to all others as commensurate with their own having been given mercy by
God. This is in spite of Paul’s knowing that God has predetermined who will receive His grace and salvation. It is still
simply a good and right thing for Christians to pray for all others’ salvation, as well as to be grateful for whatever
civility (a tranquil and quiet life — 2:2) exists within their society.

22 Hhmep PocIAERV KO TAVIOV TOV &V DTepoxf GvTiov, Tva fipepov kot Novyov Piov Sidymuev év Tdon evoePeiq kol
oceuvotnTt — As will become clear by the rest of this list too which is Paul’s commandment to Timothy and the
Ephesian Christians in 2:1-15, he is calling for people to accept the lot in life which God has given them in the midst of
accomplishing His purposes and His will, instead of rebelling against God and demanding that their lives be different.
Along these lines, instead of raging against the government authorities (cf. v. 8), pray that God will save these
individuals from His eternal condemnation as these Christians pursue living “a tranquil and quiet life.”

So this paragraph is not about prayer per se, but about inward contentment in the face of dissension and disagreement
with others who could even be oppressing Christians in their lives.

23 70010 T KOAOV KOl GTOSEKTOV EVOTIOV T0D cOTHPOC NUAY 820D — Appealing to God for mercy for people who do
not yet appear to have His mercy, especially people in positions of authority within the government, is a good thing for
Christians to do that is commensurate with the gospel message which comes from the Savior, God Himself, i.e., the
transcendent Creator who has written Himself into the story vis-a-vis Jesus of Nazareth, the final and eternal Son of
David and Son of God.

24 d¢ mGvtag vepdmovg BEAEL cwBTva Kol €i¢ Emiyvaoty dAneeiog éAOeiv — Paul is indicating that, in spite of the
theological concepts of God’s predestination and His intentionally having made two kinds of people, vessels of mercy
and vessels of wrath, we can still say that at a certain level God desires that everyone be rescued from His eternal
wrath. Therefore, it is entirely appropriate for Christians to pray for everyone, that they be rescued by the grace of God.
In addition of course, we do not know who will and will not be saved of the remaining unbelievers out there. So we
pray for the salvation of everyone, knowing that some of them will actually be saved.

25 gl youp Oedc, eic kol pesitng Oeod kol GvopodTeVY, dvopmroc Xpiotog Incodg — Paul is saying that the fact that
there is one God means that there is one ultimate purpose for human beings’ existence, which is that they be saved from
His eternal condemnation or experience this as their deserved consequence. In addition, the oneness of God reveals
itself in the oneness of the mediator between God and man, the very human Jesus of Nazareth.

26 5 §og £0VTOV GVTIAVLTPOV VTEP TAVIOV, TO MOPTOPLOV Koupoic idiolg — Jesus bore witness to his role as mankind’s
advocate before God by willingly dying on the cross. As a result, he can stand between God and man, appeal to God for
mercy, and ensure that people are rescued from the condemnation and eternal destruction which they deserve.

2T teic & ETEOMV £Y0 KPLE KO ATOGTOAOC, GANBELOY Aéym T 0¥ wevdopal, Si8dokalog EBvAV &v "TicTel KO
aAnobeiq — Paul reminds Timothy (as if he really needs to) that God has appointed him to take this information of God’s
oneness and Jesus’ oneness to the non-Jewish world in order to encourage these people to believe in Jesus and be
rescued eternally by God.

Paul uses this statement of “I am not lying” in Galatians also, and it seems superfluous in a letter to his trusted co-
worker Timothy. Therefore, it may be simply an idiomatic expression that everyone used with respect to ideas or
information that they all would agree are true. It is just a means of emphasis when emphasis is not necessarily even
needed, but the speaker/author perhaps just wants to use it anyway, maybe more for himself as an encouragement than
for anyone else.

28 BovAopo 0DV TPOGEVYXEGHNL TOVC BVEPOC €V TAVTL TOT® EMAUPOVIOS OGIOVG XEPAC XOPLG OPYTS Kol
rdiahoyiopod — This verse lists the opposite of tranquil and quiet of v. 2, anger and dissension that lashes out at God
and others in order to get out our rage because of how painful life is. God would have Christians raise their hands so to
speak in order to demonstrate their submission to God and His sovereignty while asking Him to rescue people who are
not currently changed inwardly, even if they may be the ones who are causing the pain.

2 Qoo ko] YuVaiKog &V KOTUGTOAT "Koouin HeTd aidoDg Kol GmEPOGVHYNG KOGUELV EQVTEC, UY &V
TAEYUOLOV KOl "xpuoie T popyopitaig § patioud rodvtedel — Paul is using “dress” metaphorically to refer to
women’s inward adornment of moral virtues and understanding of reality which comes from understanding the gospel.
This is preferable as an implication of the gospel to being overly concerned about outward dress and beauty.
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30 8N O mpémer yovouEiv émoryyeAlopévorg BeocéPetay, St épyav dyaddv — Thus, outward adornment of how a
woman dresses is not important, but inward adornment with outward works of morality are. By their pursuit of
morality, women proclaim their reverence for God and desire for His salvation through Jesus as their advocate.

3 Tyviy év fovyig paveavéto év méon vrotayf — Now dealing with wives in particular, and most women in that
culture were married for proper protection within society and under the law.

Paul wants wives to demonstrate an inward quietness and calm in the midst of learning about how two people, a
husband and wife, should behave towards one another in a marital relationship. So the instructions with respect to the
gospel are primarily to come from the husband, and she is to accept her place in the marriage relationship as he
explains what God has called them both to do with respect to the gospel and morality. Thus, the husband is responsible
for learning from the Bible and the gospel what his wife and he should believe and do for the sake of their eternal
salvations (cf. Genesis 2 and the commandment of God for both Adam and Eve). But the husband is also responsible
for thinking through how his wife and he should implement the gospel in all the areas of their lives according to how he
is designed and how she is designed. Thus, they together should work out exactly what their particular marriage and
lives look like as based upon the gospel message.

But this is certainly offensive to people in our culture. However, if the husband is committed to his wife’s eternal and
temporary well-being as much as he is to his own (cf. Ephesians 5), then how can a woman object to her husband’s
desire and instructions on how life may go well for both of them (which centers on the gospel)? In other words, Paul is
assuming here that the husband is all about loving his wife in order to help her obtain eternal life, so that the wife’s
imposing her selfish will on him that would lead to his and her rebelling against God simply does not make any sense.
Nor of course does it make sense that the husband would selfishly dominate his wife instead of merely carrying out his
responsibility as the head of his wife with humility and genuine belief in the gospel and love for God and his wife.

So there are two issues here—1) the order of creation whereby the husband is the head of the wife, so that he has the
primary responsibility to ensure the well-being, especially before God and for all eternity, of the two of them, and 2)
the wife’s not allowing her sin to lead to her dominating her husband in regard to these issues (which is the same case
in the previous paragraph for all people who must be willing to submit to their governing authorities under the
sovereignty of God and not lash out at them in anger, seeking to impose their selfish will on them out of rebellion
against God). Inward quietness and humble submission to God’s sovereignty and His story is so important for any
Christian in whatever context he or she finds himself or herself.

32 S18¢oKkewv 8¢ yovouki ovk ETITPET® 008 adBevTelv dvdpdc, AL eivon év iovyia — Some interpret this as Paul’s
prohibiting women from teaching heresy on the basis of 1:18ff. Of course he prohibits her from teaching heresy, just as
he would prohibit anyone from teaching heresy. So Paul cannot mean this here.

Instead, Paul does not permit a wife to impose her own will (av6evteiv) on her husband whereby the husband would
choose to rebel against God. This would similar to what happened with Adam and Eve, but there Eve was not imposing
her will but simply offering Adam the fruit the tree from a position of deception, not domination. And unfortunately
Adam chose to rebel against God—even though his wife Eve was certainly not seeking to dominate him.

3 A8 yop TpdTog EmAdodm, eita EBa — This is a reference to Genesis 2 and the story of the creation of Adam and
Eve. The implications of the order of the creation of the two is Paul’s drawing the conclusion that the husband is the
primary person in the marriage relationship, while the wife is given to him as a helper (cf. Genesis 2:18, 7] ¥, Bon6ov).
Therefore, there are two distinct roles, the head (husband) and the helper (wife), neither of which constitutes a
difference in status or importance before God, but simply a difference in role.

3 ko JAS 00K AraTion, N 88 yovi "é€amatndeico &v mapoafdoel yéyovev — So this verse is not about Eve’s falling
into transgression, but about Adam’s deliberate rebellion against God. She was genuinely deceived by Satan when she
chose to think that deciding for herself what was moral was a way to grow up and mature in the eyes of God. Adam
was not deceived in his choice to eat the fruit of the tree. He knowingly and willfully rebelled against God—in line
with his inherent moral depravity and hostility towards God.

3 cebmoeton 8¢ St THS TEKVOYOVIOG, 0V pelvmoly £v TioTel Kol &ydmn Kol Gyloou®d petd co@posvvng — Paul is
still talking about Adam, to the effect that he will find salvation from his overt and deliberate act of rebellion (and his
inward moral depravity) against God by virtue of Eve’s childbearing which hopefully results in people of genuine
belief who carry out God’s desires which results in the Messiah as God’s unique human instrument of salvation. This
statement by Paul can be derived from Genesis where the ramifications of what God says in Genesis 3 is that eventually
through the birth of the Messiah, Jesus brings salvation to Adam and, by implciation, to everyone who is willing to take
advantage of the childbearing of Eve as this results eventually in the Messiah.

36 rmiotog 6 Adyog Ei Tig émiokoniic dpéyetat, kohod Epyov émibvuei — The first three words go better with the
previous paragraph, i.e., “statement” of Paul where he draws from Genesis to make his point that wives not fight the
men whom God has made them as wives, but instead they should help their husbands who are responsible for heading
up their wives in the commandments of God which will bring about the present and eternal well-being of both their
wives and themselves within the context of the gospel and its ramifications for the two of them.

The second part of this verse is about men who would like to help other Christians continue to learn and grow in their
understanding of the apostolic message. Paul is saying that this is definitely a good desire, but these men should be
exhibit certain characteristics in order to be carry out his task appropriately.

37 &1 0DV TOV EMICKOTOV GVETIANUTTOV ELVOiL, WGBS YOVALKOS GvEpa, VIPEALOV GOPPOVH KOGUIOV PLIAGEEVOV
Sdaktikév — An elder’s life must coincide with the NT message of Jesus as the Messiah and all its implications. A

9



March 7, 2018 Translation and notes by Earle Craig
1 Timothy

“man of one woman” is probably a husband who is not committing adultery but is remaining dedicated and faithful to
his wife and his responsibility to be her head. He must demonstrate a mature level of controlling his own immoral
passions, have a good sense of right and wrong from the gospel, live a morally orderly life, be willing to interact loving
with people outside the Christian community, and have the ability to articulate the apostolic message.

38 70D 180V 0ikOV KOADC TPOIGTALEVOV, TEKVOL £X0VTa &V DTOTAYT, et mhong oepvétnrog — An elder must be a
man who understands the gospel and its ramifications for practical everyday living, so that he is able to share this
knowledge with his children, who are responding with a seriousness to the matters of the gospel.

39 i 8¢ 11 10D 18l0v ofK0V TPOSTHVOL 0VK 018eV, TRC éxkAnsiog Beod émueifioeta — Paul likens the guidance a man
can give to his family to that which he can give to the Christian community where he interacts with others of the same
belief in Jesus as the Messiah. It is a matter of continuing to present the important ideas regarding God and His mercy
which should result in people pursuing a lifestyle of morality and love in a true biblical sense.

40 1m vedeutov, Tvo i TveeElg £ic kpino éuméon o0 SraPorov — There is something about going through a period
of time of experiencing what it means to be a Christian in this world that is quite humbling, or at least should be.
Through the difficulties of life, a person learns just that much more how his belief and Christian life are the result of the
work of God and His grace, not the effect of his own natural, human efforts. This results in a degree of humility with
the Christian so that he can lead others in their Christianity with greater patience and compassion.

Conceit leads to deciding for oneself what is right instead of humbling submitting to God’s definition of morality. This
is the error of the devil which results in judgment and condemnation from God. Cf. Genesis 2.

41 861 8¢ T Kol popTupioy KaAv Exev Gmd TV EEmBev, Tvar un gig OverSiopov Euméon kol mayida tod Stepérov —
Even among people who can assumed to be still hostile to the biblical truth, a person who desires to help others stay on
track with respect to the apostolic message as an elder should be for the most part well respected. This probably refers
to the person’s honesty, integrity, and civility within society more than anything.

42 Alakévoug GeodTeg °oeuvove, uf SIMOYove, 1l 0ive TOAA® Tpocéxoviag, wi aicypokepdeic — These
characteristics apply to any Christian, but Paul lists them for assistants within the Christian community who will help
the elders carry out the practical means of care and concern for one another.

43 gyovtag O puoTiplov Thg Tioteng év kabapd cvveldroel — Like the elders, these assistants should be well
grounded in the apostolic message and capable of understanding it well. After all, they are helping people to live out
the implications of the gospel, and the best way to help in this manner is to understand the gospel well oneself.

4 o 00101 88 SoxpalécOmcav TpdTov, elto Srakoveitooav dvéykintor Svieg — Like the elders, it should be clear
to everyone that these assistants are genuine believers in the apostolic message and serving others in a manner that is
commensurate with it. This keeps them blameless before God as those who will obtain God’s eternal mercy because
they are demonstrating their belief in the gospel with the entirety of their lives, which is what will qualify for God’s
mercy.

4 Tovaikog GoHTOg GeUvAc, uh Stpérove, vneoiiove, miotog év maowy — Wives of both elders and assistants
should demonstrate genuine belief also, not pursuing evil according to God’s adversary, Satan, but controlling
themselves as best as possible towards pursuing goodness and that which is moral, and faithfully holding to all the
information about Jesus and its implications.

46 Sidcovol E6TOGAY WG YUVOITKOS BVIPES, TEKVOY KUADS TPOIGTEUEVOL Kol 1@V 18imv oikov — In the light of the
pagan culture which encouraged temple prostitution, Christian men should remain loyal to their wives, and here
specifically the assistants to the elders. In addition, their grasp of the gospel should be passed on to their families as
part of their serving the whole community in living out the implications of it.

47 o1 youp KOABG StokovicavTe PaBUOV £000TOIC KAV TEPITOODVTOL KoL TOAMY Tappnoiav &v Tiotel 1 &v
Xprot® Incod — By fulfilling their God-given responsibilities as assistants to the elders in caring for the community of
believers as to their spiritual, physical, emotional, and psychological well-being, these men and women gain confidence
in the authenticity of their own belief. They are living out their God-given giftedness in a genuine manner.

 Tadrd oot ypdeo EATilov éA0elv Tmpdc o8 ‘év Tdixer™ — Paul expects to come to Timothy soon and continue this
conversation of encouraging him and the Christian community in which Timothy is currently participating as Paul’s
apostolic co-worker.

49 gav 8¢ Bpadvvo, Tva eidfic TG Sei &v olkm 00D GvacTpéPeshal, HTiC £0TIV EKkKkANGio 020D {AVTOG, GTOAOC KOl
&dpaimopo thg dAndeiog — If Paul is delayed in coming to Timothy, this letter is intended to serve as an adequate
substitute for what he wants conveyed to the Christian community where Timothy is. The primary purpose of the letter
is to educate the Christians in how they should treat one another within this specific group of believers in their city. In
addition, Paul indicates that the gathering of authentic believers is the “pillar” of truth, meaning that it stands there in
the larger society validating the stable and enduring nature of God’s truth of the good news of His mercy to people who
deserve only His condemnation and destruction if it were not for His sovereign grace in their lives. This gathering is
also the “foundation” and “establishment” of the truth in the sense that it demonstrates that the gospel has become an
enduring fixture in the world, never to be rooted out by anyone or anything, because God will ensure that it remains on
into the millennial kingdom and the eternal new creation afterwards. Everything God is doing in the world as it heads
towards the 2" coming of the Messiah is a building on the foundation of the church as that which is permanently
established in the world until Jesus’ coming.

30 1ol TOLOAOYOVIEVOC NEYO £GTIV TO THC eVoEPeiOg PLGTHPLOV "OC EQavep®dOn &V copki,EdtcaidOn &v TvedpoTl,
APON GyyErolg, EkMpuxdT £v EBvesLY, EMIGTEVON €V KOGU®, GveAuedn £v 86En. — Because the truth which Paul
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mentioned in the previous verse is centered in the man Jesus of Nazareth, he is the primary example of how someone
should treat another believer in God in that the transition of his not being present but only predicted by the OT to his
being present as a real human being and godly person is his going from being a “mystery” to actually existing on earth
in human history.

Paul mentions in what very well could be the form of an early Christian hymn the salient points of Jesus’ existence. He
became a man, his inwardness was truly good and right, indeed morally perfect, his appearing on this earth displayed to
the angels of heaven that God was seriously proceeding towards His goal of the eternal kingdom of God, his identity as
the Messiah and all the important ideas which go along with his role as such were declared by his authoritative
spokesmen to both Jews and Gentiles, both Jews and Gentiles believed the truth of his being the long-expected Jewish
Messiah, and after he had completed his initial responsibilities as the Messiah, Jesus was lifted off the earth as a
profound indication of the awesome and wonderful nature of his fulfilling his initial responsibilities as God heads
toward having Jesus carry out his final responsibilities as the king of the eternal Kingdom of God.

SUTY 88 mveduo pPnTdg Aéyel 611 v DOTEPOLS KAPOIC BTOGTHOOVIOL TIVES THS TIGTEMC TPOCEYOVTES TVEVLAGLY
rriavorlg kat Sidockariong dapovimv — Somehow Paul has found out from God, probably through even his study of
the OT, that people will appear to embrace the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and Savior, but they will
become influenced by the world and its ideas and behavior to the point that they will abandon the actual faith, probably
while continuing to claim that they are authentic believers in Jesus. This same kind of claiming to worship God
appropriately but being sidetracked into worldly worship is what happened to the Israelites. So Paul could be drawing
the conclusion that it is most likely going to happen within the Christian community also as the time draws near for
Jesus to return.

32 gv dmokpicel WeSoAdYOVY, T KEKOWGTNPLOGUEVOY TV idloy cuveidnowy — It is probably best to assume that Paul is
referring to these people as those whose hearts have not been changed by God and therefore are enslaved to their moral
depravity. Thus, their hypocrisy is a play acting at Christianity, not a genuine pursuit of it with authentic belief. Their
incorporation of worldly ideas and practices means that they are lying about the true nature of reality, because they are
not embracing the truth of the biblical message only. The fact that they are stuck in being hostile towards God and
friendly towards only their own moral depravity means that their minds and understanding of everything is permanently
scarred and therefore wrong, the same way that a branding iron scars and permanently marks the skin of an animal (or a
slave in the 1% century Roman Empire?).

3 xoMoVIOV Youely, dnéxectal PpoUdToy, & 0 0e0g EKTIcEY £iC LETEANUYLY PLETX EVXOPLOTIOG TOIC T1GTOIG KOl
éneyvokoot v aAndeiov — People who do not grasp the true nature of Christianity turn both singleness and fasting
into virtues when God intended marriage and eating to be enjoyed by Christians. Consequently, a kind of asceticism
becomes the declared standard and practice of morality, which is simply wrong in the light of God’s statements in the
Bible to the opposite effect. Cf. Genesis 2.

3 811 w6 xtiono 8200 KOAOV Kol 008EV AmOPANTOV petd edyaproTiog Aappoviuevov — This world is not perfect by
any means, but God has lovingly provided human beings with all sorts of enjoyable things within it, including food.
Therefore, to make abstaining from food a virtue is to disregard God’s loving provision for everyone.

3 aydteton yop i Adyov Beod ko évievieng — God has stated through the revelation of His ideas via the Bible that
food is something that He has designated for people to enjoy, especially people who understand that God is the source
and provider of physical nourishment for His creatures. And it is not that prayer magically sets food apart from its not
being special and used by God in a person’s life, but that a person’s prayer of gratitude for the food demonstrates that
he understands the loving nature of God to provide human beings, and especially people of authentic belief, with
physical sustenance and nourishment. It is as though there is a symbiotic relationship between God and believing
people, whereby the match in their ideas regarding the true nature of reality makes for a wonderful divine-human
harmony, in spite of people’s continued sin at the level of their moral essence.

The only other use of évtevéig in the NT is 1 Timothy 2:1.

36 Tobtor VroTIOéuevog Toig adehpoic Kaldg éom didkovog Xpiotod Tncod, Evipepduevog Toic AGYolS THg TioTen
ki Tfig karfg Stdackaiiog M "rapnrxorovnkag — Certainly, marriage makes sense as something which would
come up in a discussion of the biblical message of God’s salvation, but it’s also interesting that the message of Jesus as
the Messiah includes ideas concerning food. Timothy’s continuing to teach the right perspective on marriage and food
will promote the truth of the gospel.

37 100¢ 8¢ PePrrovg Kol Ypoddelg pioovg maportod. Mipvale 8¢ ceavtov Tpog evcéPetov — A possible meaning of
ypadeg is “fit for elderly women,” perhaps referring to ideas that people with dementia might invent. As a result, the
ideas lack authentic connection with reality and rationality. They are simply foolish and useless. In this context, the
ideas of the hypocritical liars are outside the boundaries of biblical truth. As a result, they are “myths” and not truths,
and Paul is encouraging Timothy to stay clear of them.

Rather than following ideas that are clearly unbiblical, Paul wants Timothy to train himself to pursue what is good and
right in God’s eyes. This is authentic “godliness” in line with the core ideas of the gospel of Jesus as the Messiah.

381 yop copaTIKY Yopvaoio Tpog OAMYOV EGTIV MEEMMOC, T 8¢ eVGEPela TPOC TA VIO OPEMUOS E6TIV Emayyelioy
éxovooa Lwiig Tiig vov kot Tfig neAlovong — This further reveals that Paul has been talking about a kind of physical
asceticism which the hypocritical liars will promote, and he admits that there is a kind of keeping one’s body under
control that is appropriate. Nevertheless, it is true “godliness,” i.e., true physical morality which is actually in line with
the message of God’s mercy through Jesus the Messiah, and it is this way of acting externally which will result in a
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good kind of living now that is centered in authentic belief and eternal life in the future. This indicates that God has
called His people not just to a new inwardness in their very beings, but also to an external life which corresponds to
authentic biblical morality. Nevertheless, it is the inwardness which is truly God’s “life” within His people in the
present realm.

3 miotog 6 Adyog ko mdong dmodoyfic G&tog — cf. 1 Timothy 3:1.

60 gic T0DTO YOp T KOTIAUEY KO "Gy vi{opedo, 8TL MATiKopuey Eml Bed (DVTL, 6C EGTIV COTHP TAVIOV GVOPAOTOV
udicto miot®dv — Referring to what he just mentioned as the promise of life inwardly now and eternal life in the
future, both of which are part of what can be reliably spoken of because they come from a faithful God, Paul says that
Timothy and he labor to present this message so that people can enjoy both kinds of life from God. And it makes sense
to do so because God is alive and well and fulfilling His promises to those whom He has chosen. This means, too, that
He is people’s Savior, rescuing them from His eternal wrath, condemnation, and destruction, and Paul says explicitly to
make it clear that this salvation pertains to people with authentic belief.

o1 Tlapdryyerre Todto Kol Sidaioke — Next Paul commands Timothy to do that which he has just said they labor to do.
Thus he adds an imperative to the statement as a way to enhance his point that their responsbility to declare the good
news of God’s eternal mercy to Gentiles is vital and must be done.

62 Mndeic cov Thg VEGTNTOC KOTOPPOVELT®, AAAG TUTOC Yivou TOV TIGTAV &V ASY®, &V BVaGTPOPT, &V Gydmn, T &v
niotel, v ayveig — cf. 5:2 and the only other use of ayveig in the NT, which is related in the OT to the word for
Nazirite (cf. Numbers 6:2,21, 7"1J), one who willfully dedicates himself to God in order to be completely different
from the world (and the rest of Israel) and its rebellion against God. For example, the Nazirite was required to abstain
from drinks and food whose source was the grape, to leave his hair uncut, and to stay away from corpses. Thus, the
word 73 is a step above the word U'IP All the Israelites are supposed to be U'IP, but some of them can choose to be
1A

Thus, Paul is encouraging Timothy as a bona fide follower of Jesus the Jewish Messiah and a fellow apostolic worker
in disseminating the gospel to the Gentiles to raise the level of his commitment and dedication to God to the highest
level possible for a human being. By doing so, he will prevent anything in his life from being something which people
could legitimately criticize with respect to the truth of God, especially if they think that he is too young to speak
confidently about the gospel. He is young, but he should also be loving and an example of committed belief when he
speaks and acts in front of others.

93 &g oo Tpéoexe TH Gvoryvdoel, Th mapokiioel, T Sidaokoiie — Until Paul has an opportunity to join
Timothy in Ephesus, having gone to northern Greece, i.e., Macedonia (cf. 1:1f.), he commands Timothy to keep
reading any available OT writings out loud to people, to keep urging them to take these scriptures seriously as the
inerrant communication of God by the human authors, and to keep explaining them in a helpful manner to those who
are present so that the message of Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah is shown to be at the heart of the OT.

%4 1M Guédel 10D £v G0l XoPIoROTOC, O £806M GOl L TPoENTEINC LETE ETBECEMC TOV XEPAY TOD "TpecPuTepion —
God somehow made it clear to Paul and others that Timothy’s grasp of the apostolic message made him particularly
valuable to Paul as a co-worker in his fulfilling his responsbility to travel and work to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.
Therefore, Paul encourages Timothy to remember what God, he, and other leaders within the Christian community
somewhere (perhaps in Jerusalem?) all recognized to be true about Timothy. This reminding himself would be a
beneficial way to motivate himself to keep going in what he is doing, even if others try to find something about him to
criticize and discourage him from working as an apostolic co-worker.

It is always good to remind ourselves in the midst of difficult circumstances which have robbed us of motivation that
God is using each and every one of us in His continuing to make the gospel obvious and available to the rest of the
world. Every morning, we can wake up and know that we will important to someone with respect to the message of
God’s eternal mercy through Jesus the Messiah.

% todtor peréto, v TovToIg 1061, vl Gov 1 Tpokomh @avepd i T maoty — “These things” = the ideas from the OT
writings which correspond to the apostolic message which Paul learned and has been teaching the Gentiles, which
Timothy likewise has learned from Paul so that he can assist people in continuing to learn these ideas. Paul wants him
to immerse himself constantly in these ideas as part of the way he fulfills his own responsibility to God and makes it
clear to others that he is designed to do so.

66 gmeye ceavTH Kol T StdooKoAig, ETipeve adTOIC TODTO YOp TOLOV KOl GEVTOV COGELS KOl TOVG BAKOVOVTHG
cov — Again, adtoig = the same biblical ideas which constitute the apostolic message. By continuing to believe these
ideas, Timothy himself will obtain God’s eternal mercy and salvation, and by continuing to teach these ideas, those of
authentic belief who learn from his teaching will also obtain the same. This is Timothy’s life, his spiritual gift from
God, what he is all about as a human being in this created reality. Paul wants him not to get discouraged by anything
which would distract him from this “gift” from God and instead pursue doing it with every fiber of his being.

7 TIpeoPutépe N EMTARENS ALY TOPOKAEAEL OC TOTépa, VEOTEPOVG MOE GdeApovg — 1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 is a section
where Paul instructs Timothy in how to deal with certain people within the Christian community in Ephesus, i.e., men
both older and younger than he is, women likewise different in age, widows, the actual elders of the Christian
community, and slaves of both unbelieving and believing masters.

Here in 5:1 Paul is encouraging Timothy probably not to let his youthful exuberance get the best of him so that he
would treat older men harshly after they have misbehaved according the gospel. Instead, he should treat them as he
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would his own father whom he loves and with whom he hopefully would be willing to be more patient (although we all
know that sometimes fathers can be more difficult to love than other men).

Likewise, Timothy should treat younger men as he would his own blood brothers, again, with patience and love.

8 mpesPputépoc hg uNTépoc, ventépoc O Gdelpdc v mdon &yveiq — Similarly, Timothy should treat older women as
though each one was his dearly beloved mother, and then younger women as though they are blood sisters—again, with
patience, love, and grace.

Paul uses the word aryveiq again as he did in 4:12, meaning that Timothy’s commitment to God and behavior humanly
speaking need to be a cut above any other Christian’s, because he is an apostolic co-worker. See note at 4:12.

9 Xnpog tipo 1 3vtog yipoc — This sounds as though there were women who claimed to be “widows” just to take
advantage of others’ willingness to support them when in reality they could support themselves in another legitimate
way.

It was most likely the case in that culture that not only were women considered second class citizens, but they lacked
the ability to become independently wealthy, even after their husbands died and left some quantity of inheritance
(probably to his sons), or to find genuine care and support from the rest of the culture after their husbands had died.

70 &1 8¢ i yMpor TéKVOL 1) Exyovar Exel, THOVOAVETOGAY TP@ATOV TOV 1810V 0lKkoV evGePelv Kol GLOBOC Gmodidovoar
701G TPOYOVOIS TODTO YAp €6TIV T An6dektov Evomiov tov Beod — Whereas in that culture children may have lacked
genuine love for their mothers so that if their fathers died, they acted in a less than supportive manner towards their
mothers, Paul is saying that it is good and right that children pay their parents back for raising and providing for them
by caring for their mothers or grandmothers who all of a sudden become widows.

711 88 BvTog PO KO LELOVOUEVT HATIKEY ETL "0V KO TPOGUEVEL TAIG SENGESIV KO TOIG TPOCEVYIS VOKTOG
ko nuépag — Paul would hope also that women who became widows at a younger age in comparison to our culture, for
example, would not allow their immoral passions to get the best of them and be led by them in opposition to the
biblical message of Jesus as God’s mercy for the sake of acquiring His eternal mercy. Instead, he would hope that they
continue to pursue morality with the goal of eternal life in mind, continually appealing to God to help them do so.

2 11 8¢ omataldoa oo téBvnkev — Cf. James 5:5. But if a widow who has claimed to be a follower of Jesus chooses
to pursue immorality after her husband dies, then she basically has died herself — to the truth and to God’s mercy. She
is acting like an unbeliever.

73 ko TodTor TopdyyeAAe, Tva dvemiAnumtor @otv — Paul wants Timothy to state these last ideas as commands from
God and from him as a genuine apostle to the Gentiles. It makes sense that they can be commands because of God’s
requirement that the lives and actions of Christians coincide with the message of the gospel, that God is saving them
from immorality and will transform them into morally perfect beings in the eternal Kingdom of God. By living lives
commensurate with the gospel, people can consider themselves “blameless” before God, i.e., justified and declared
forgiven for the sake of eternal life.

74 gl 8¢ Tic TOV 18lmV Kol pdMoTa T oikeiov 0O TTpovoel, THY TIoTY HpvnTon Kol E6TLv dmicTov Yeipmv — It makes
sense that the masculine pronouns here are generic, that if either a man or a woman refuses to act in a caring and loving
way towards his or her family, then that is a direct denial of the gospel, which makes the person worse than an abject
unbeliever, because they are claiming to be Christians while refusing to live in a manner which corresponds to biblical
Christianity. Their Christianity is merely hypocrisy and play acting.

73 Xnjpo, katokeyéco ph FAoTToV £T@V EENKOVTO YEYoVuia, EVOC GvEpdg Yyuvy — see below

76 &v £pyo1g KOAOIGC LOPTUPOVUEV, €l ETEKVOTPOPNGEY, £l £Eevodbynoey, el Gylov modug Eviyev, el BAPopévolg
Emnpkecev, el Tavtl §pym ayabd énnkolovOnoev — Because she has demonstrated outwardly sufficient actions which
correspond to the good news of God’s mercy so that Timothy and others can be quite confident that she is an authentic
believer, the widow who is at least sixty years old (this is surprising; people did not live very long in that culture) is
permitted to “be enrolled,” which probably means that she has applied for social security within the Christian
community and is eligible to be supported by her fellow Christians. She must not be promiscuous but instead helpful
towards her family and other Christians. Thus, she demonstrates a life commensurate with the gospel which (hopefully)
reveals the genuineness of her belief and that she is not pretending to be a Christian just to get other people’s support.
7T vemTépog 8¢ YNPOC TOPOLTOD BTOLY YOp KATASTPNVIGGOGLY T0D XpioTod, youeiv 8éovotv — This being drawn
away from the Messiah is on a moral level, i.e., to abandon the moral implications of the gospel.

78 gyovoan xpipa 8TL THV TpdTNV wioTy ROétnoay — It does not make sense that Paul is opposed to younger widows
getting married (cf. 5:14), but instead he is opposed to their abandoning their belief in the Messiah in the midst of
allowing their passions to control them away from morality. Therefore, the “marry” (youeiv) of v. 11 is more a being
interested in earthly things than eternal things of the Kingdom of God. It is this “tendency” that Paul suspects could
come to fruition in a heartbeat in younger women that causes him to be cautious about enrolling younger widows in the
same “program” of the Christian community supporting needy people. Perhaps he is thinking that the idle time that
these younger widows on support would have would not serve them well (cf. the next verse and the word épyai). They
would have too much time to think and feel, making them more susceptible in the youthfulness of their faith to be
controlled by their immoral passions and not by an authentic desire to do what is right.

7 Buor 8& KO GPYOL LOVBGVOLGLY TEPLEPYOUEVOL TOG OLKIG, 0D UGVOV 88 Gpycat GALG Kol @AVPOL Kol Tepiepyot,
Aorodoar ta un déovta — Here the issue is the women, perhaps referring mostly to the younger women, having too
much time on their hands that their interactions with others is not healthy from a moral perspective. They need to busy
themselves with genuinely caring for and loving people in need rather than busying themselves with frivolous
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discussions about people and issues that are simply better left alone.

The word éapyoun is used to refer to not only idleness, but also uselessness. In other words, Paul is concerned about the
younger widows engaging in activity that is not useful to either their faith and salvation or others’ faith and salvation.
The issue in these verses is to think about the gospel in such a way that a person’s behavior serves God and the ideas of
the gospel in a moral fashion, clearly revealing that they are committed to God’s mercy and transformation into morally
perfect people in eternity.

80 BovAopoiL 0DV VEDTEPAG YOLLELV, TEKVOYOVELV, 01K08EGTOTELY, Undepicv Geopuny S186val T GvIIKeéve
Aowdopiag xdpwv — This statement helps tremendously in interpreting yopeiv in 5:11 as something other than genuinely
marrying someone for good, biblical reasons. Paul’s desire for young women (even young widows) is to be moral
family members with a husband and children in order not to have too much time on their hands and give Satan, our
adversary, an opportunity to lead them away from not only morality, but also the faith and genuine belief in Jesus as the
Messiah for the sake of obtaining God’s eternal mercy and life through him.

81 481 yép Tiveg EEetpdmnoay dmicm 10D cotavé — Paul senses that some of the younger women in Ephesus have
given up their belief in the Messiah and have succumbed to a life of immorality in contrast to what the messianic
message calls them.

82 &l i T moTh §xe yMpoc, "Emopkeito avToic Koi U Popeicbo 1 EkkAncio, va toig SvTog yipog Emapkéon —
Here Paul is reiterating the concept that family support is the best support within the Christian community. If believing
women have widows who are related to them, they should work at caring for them in order that the rest of the Christian
community does not have to do so. This way, other people who may not have family members who can care for them
can take advantage of the resources of the rest of the Christian community. This just makes good sense in the light of
God’s call for Christians to love one another. There is certainly something to their love being as efficient and
widespread as possible.

83 01 koA TPoecTMTES TPESPUTEPOL SITARC TINAC GEL0VGOMGOV, LEAGTA Ol KOTIOVTES &V AGY® KoL Sidockalio —
The EBC interprets Paul to be talking about paying “elders” financial remuneration for their leading and double what
other “elders” receive if they preach and teach. But it makes more sense in the light of the culture where all these fairly
new Christians continue to work at making a living for themselves, and in the light of the fact that Paul and Timothy in
their interactions with all the Christians in Ephesus identified several men who truly understood what they were
teaching them about the apostolic message and therefore encouraged these men to keep relating these ideas to their
fellow Christians, that Paul is talking about only honor, i.e., appreciating emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually
the value of being reminded of the truth by the elders, and simply stating this to them so that they can feel rightly
honored.

84 Aéyer yop M ypae Bodv dlodvra oV prudcels, xai déoc 6 Epydne “tov uichor® avrov — Even if Paul is not
talking about financial wages being paid to the elders, these verses in the OT still present the right principle that
someone who does good work deserves some kind of recompense for it, in this case, having it verbally communicated
to them that those towards whom their work is directed really appreciate what they are doing.

cf. 1 Corinthians 9 where Paul speaks of the apostles’ receiving financial support from the people to whom they
proclaim the gospel, and yet it is only if the people are clearly grasping the concept of the grace of God. So it would not
be out of the question entirely that “elders” receive financial support for their work of continuing to convey the
apostolic messager, but it should not be a given that this ought to happen.

85 kot TpeoPuTépov KoTnyopioy ph Topadéxon, BEKTOC £l Ul £ dv0 1 To1éV uepTipovs — Timothy is in a rather
unique position, where as an apostolic co-worker of Paul, he is overseeing the overseers of the Ephesian Christian
community. And, because of mankind’s continued inherent moral depravity after God causes people to become
authentic believers in Jesus, that even elders would find themselves in a situation where their sin has manifested itself
within the Christian community. Therefore, Paul is saying that it will not be unusual if Timothy hears from the other
Christians that an elder has sinned in some way, and the sin and the sinner need to be confronted by him.

Paul wants Timothy to be very careful that this sin really exists and so uses the OT concept of “two or three witnesses”
to communicate how careful Timothy needs to be. Paul is implying that the problem may be with the person who
brings an accusation against an elder to him, not with the elder. This is why some verification of the person’s complaint
by others is important in order to assure the his sin really does exist and that it is not the accuser’s issues which are
motivating him to make something up or possibly distort the situation.

86 Tobg ™ GUOPTAVOVIOG EVOTIOV TAVTOV ELEYYE, Tvor kol ol Aoimol @éBov éxwotv — Paul’s use of the plural here is
interesting. It sounds as though he is assuming one of two possibilities—1) that not only will there be an elder who has
sinned, but also will there be others whose sins have become obvious, or 2) that not only will there be one elder who
has sinned but also will there be more than one in this position. Probably #2 is correct in the light of Matthew 18, so
that Paul is implying that elders have a greater responsibility of their lives being open to the rest of the Christian
community for the sake of everyone’s understanding the importance of sin in the light of the gospel. Willful pursuit of
sin is wrong for anybody. It is especially wrong for someone who has been encouraged by Paul and Timothy to lead
people in their living out the gospel, especially by reminding them of the apostolic message for the sake of their eternal
salvations and acquiring complete freedom from sin through moral perfection.

87 AvopopTopopct Evomiov 10D 0e0® kol Xpiotod Tncon’ Kol TV EKAEKTOV GyYEA®V, Tvo TohTa QUAGENS XWPIC
TPOKPILOLTOG, UNdev Towdv kot "mpockiiowy — With the greatest sincerity, Paul urges Timothy not to allow any
preference for a particular elder to cloud his judgment or inhibit his fulfilling his responsibility of addressing sin in any
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elder’s life. Our personal relationships with people should not lead us to play favorites when it comes to moral issues,
because morality is at the heart of the gospel message of God’s eternal mercy and promise of moral perfection in the
eternal Kingdom of God.

88 yelpag Toxéme undevi émitifer unde xowvadver duaptiong dAlotpioic ceonvtov dyvov tipel — Cf. 1 Timothy 4:12;
5:2. The word ayvov is the adjectival form of ayveio.. Again, Paul is holding Timothy to a higher standard of sorts than
other Christians. If all Christians should not play favorites when it comes to moral issues, even more so Timothy.

In this context, placing one’s hands on someone would be to call out a sinful elder prematurely, before verifying that an
accusation against him is valid. And sharing in the sins belonging to others would be to play favorites with a sinning
elder and not address his immorality, thus in a since condoning his misbehavior.

89 Mnkétt H8pomdtel, GAL 0ive OAY® Xpd S1& TOV GTOLOXOV T KO TOC TVKVAG cov Giobeveiag — This
encouragement by Paul seems like a non sequitur in between comments about other people’s sins in the previous and
next verses. Therefore, it is most likely parenthetical where Paul thinks suddenly of something which could hinder
Timothy from being partial and thinking clearly about and following through with his responsibilities as an apostolic
co-worker—his physical ailments. As a result, he encourages Timothy to apply certain physical remedies to his body in
order to mitigate the effects of his conditions.

This is a great example in the Bible of how it is good and right for us to take advantage of whatever medical (physical,
psychological, emotional) assistance we have available to us to help us carry out our biblical responsibilities, while not
discounting the purposes of God in “gracing” us with the medical difficulties we encounter, and in which we boast as
those things which prove out our faith (cf. Romans 5:3-5; Philippians 1:29).

0 Tiv@dv avBpodTOV ol GuopTict TPodNAoL eictv Tpodyovsal ei¢ kKpiow, Tiolv 8¢ kol érakolovBodory — This is
Paul’s way of saying that people’s sin can be easy to detect or difficult to detect. But it does not matter. God’s
judgment is coming, and He will sort out the ultimate effect that people’s sin will have on their eternal destiny, because
He sees both the obvious and the hidden sins of people.

ol doodtog T Kol T Epya TO KaAd TPOSNAQ, Kol Té FAA®E ExovTo, KpuPfivor ov dvvavton — Similar to some sins,
good and moral actions that come from a heart of authentic belief are easily detected when people perform them. And
similar to some sins, immoral actions that come from a heart of unbelief may be completely unknown to other people,
but they cannot be hidden from God who will take them into account at the judgment.

All this to say in 5:19-25 that it is vital for Christians to take moral issues seriously and deal with them appropriately in
the light of the NT message of God’s mercy and eternal salvation through Jesus the Messiah.

22 “0Oco1 gicly B {uydv Sobhrot, Todg idlovg deomdtag mhong Tuig GEiovg Nyeicmaoay, tvo ui 1o dvopa ToD O£0D
kot 1 Sdaokara Pracenuitar — As in Ephesians and Colossians, Paul encourages slaves in the 1% century Roman
Empire to obey their earthly masters in such a manner that they communicate that they honor and respect their masters
as human beings who like them are created by God in His image and who therefore deserve honor and respect as
individuals who also need God’s eternal mercy as they do.

This use of honor is similar to that in 5:17, where that which gets paid to the masters is not financial but relational. It is
the manner in which someone relates to another person so that both can detect that there is respect for the other
person’s individuality before God that is part of what is transpiring between the two.

93 01 8& TLETONG EYOVTEC SEGTOTOC W KATOPPOVEITOGOY, Tl Bded@ol eloty, GALG paALov SovAevétmoay, 8TL TLGTOL
€101V KOl AYomnTol ol Thg evepyesiog aviidaupavopevolr Tadto didacke kol Tapakdier — One important
implication of the gospel is that people should carry out their roles in the workplace with proper respect and obedience
to those who are over them as their “bosses,” even if both of them are Christians. And this was true in the 1% century
Roman Empire in regard to slaves and their masters. The gospel does not allow for resentment towards those in
authority if the latter are Christians, just because the gospel grants equal status to both the boss and the underling before
God. In other words, the underling should not expect the boss to treat him as a working equal, so that if he does not, the
underling would take offense and even get angry with the boss. Because the Christian underling is devoted to kindness,
then he serves his boss with respect and kindness, even though they have different levels of status in the workplace.

It is possible that the command “teach and proclaim these things” refers to only what has just been mentioned with
respect to slaves and their masters, but in the light of the next sentence and the fact that the slaves and masters
discussions seems to finish a larger section of 5:1-6:2a regarding treating different kinds of people, it makes more sense
to interpret Paul as referring to the whole larger section.

94 &l Tig £TepOSISOGKAAEL KOl PY "TTPOGEPYETOL VYICivOLGLY AdYOIC Tolg ToD Kupiov Nudv Incod Xpiotod ko T
kot evoéferov ddookario — Paul is starting to say that if someone really does not agree with the implications of the
gospel as he has laid them out in this larger section before, and therefore does not agree with the gospel of Jesus as the
Messiah, because the implications fit like hand in glove with the central ideas of the gospel of Jesus’ death,
resurrection, and becoming the means to gain God’s eternal mercy and life, then he has gone the direction of acting on
the basis of his pride and abandoning the gospel.

93 TeTdQOTOL UNSEV EMIGTAUEVOC, BAAL VOGOV Tept {NTHoELS Kol Aoyopaiog, € GV "yiveton "eOGvog "&pig
Bracenuiot, vrovoron Tovnpol — If a person does not like the implications as Paul has described them above, then he
is not humble before God. He is proud. He may think he knows a lot about how to live life well. But he knows nothing.
He loves to argue and not submit himself to God and the apostolic message. He provokes envy, conflicts, ideas in
opposition to the biblical message, and opinions based in evil and not in good. Certainly, an opinion can be a good
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opinion, but someone operating out of his pride is going to develop evil opinions, i.e., ones that result in evil, not good
opinions.

% SromopaTppol StePOOPUEVEV AVOPATOV TOV VOBV Kol "BTecTEPNUEVOV THS AANOEiNG, VOULOVIOV TOPLGUOV ELVOL
v evoéfetoy — Anyone who rejects Paul’s listed implications of the gospel which center on remaining humble before
God and others has lost sight of the biblical truth and chosen to claim that any means to get ahead financially in this
world is the proper definition of “godliness,” i.e., right living.

97 "Eotiv 8¢ moplopdg péyoc 1 evoéPelo petdr adtapkeiog — Paul now states that godliness, i.e., pursuing obedience to
the biblical message of Jesus as the Messiah does actually result in great wealth. However, he means wealth of an
eternal and moral nature, residency in the eternal Kingdom of God as a morally perfect person. And this end result will
also produce a feeling of finally having everything one needs in life, because the person with eternal life will have
everything he needs. He will be completely all sufficient in dependence upon God with an immortal and morally
perfect body.

98 008V YOp eionvéykouey gl TOV KGouov "ETL 008E éEeveykeiv L Suvduedo — Paul uses the fact that all human
beings do not enter into this world along with anything that they bring from some other world or place. And this is
commensurate with their exit from this world. Regardless of how much they have accumulated here, they leave and
take nothing with them, implying that whatever they receive in eternity does not include anything of a practical nature
that they acquired in the present world.

9 gyovteg 8¢ "SLaTPOQPOLS KO CKETGOUOTO T0VTOLS BpkecOnoduedo — As we say, if we have food and clothing and a
roof over our heads, then we should be able to say that we have all that we really need. This is Paul’s perspective here
in the light of the future of authentic Christians when they will live in the eternal Kingdom of God. It will be there that
we will want all the “wealth” which we can acquire, and we will have it in the manner of immortality and moral
perfection.

100 63 §& PovAdpevol TAOVTELY EUTITTOVOLY €iC TEPAGUOV Kol Toryidar T Ko miOvpiog ToAANG TévorToug Kol
Bropepdc, aitiveg Puoilovoty ToVg GvOpdTovg gig GAebpov kot drmAigiav — Paul is indicating that it is a given that
people who are obsessed with financial wealth and committed to acquiring it above and beyond anything else in life are
trapped in a foolish perspective on reality to the extent that the result will be their own eternal destruction.

01 5itar yop TAVTIOV TOV KaK®V £6TLV 1 QUAOPYVPLO, NG TIVEC OPEYOUEVOL GTETAOVHBNGOY GO THG TloTEOC KOl
gowtovg mepiénepay 08vvong "morlaic — Paul is saying that desiring money and wealth above God’s mercy and
morality can only result in a person’s involving himself in all kinds of evil in order to fulfill his goal. In addition, this
obsession with wealth will only bring grief and pain into a person’s life, because the evil which will find itself included
in the person’s life has its consequences, which are painful and not joyful for him.

10239 8¢ @ GvBpome T0D Be0D, TODTO PedyE dloke 8¢ SkoosvVNV, eVGEREIRLY, TIGTLY, GYGTNV, DTOUOVIY,
repabwobiov — Paul urges Timothy to find himself obsessed with things which are completely different from money
and wealth. They are moral currency which would be the result of a changed heart and a fundamental desire for God’s
mercy. They are right living according to God’s definition of morality, obedience to God morally speaking, authentic
and persevering belief in the truth of the gospel, love for God and man, persevering in belief and being obsessed with
these things, and finally a humility before God whereby a person does not have to have wealth in order to feel good
about himself.

103 gyaviCov TV KaAOV Gydva THC TioTEOC, EMANBOD THg aimviov o, g fiv T kAN, Kol ORoAdYNooS T
KoANV Opoloyiov évoriov ToAA®dV poptipov — Paul also urges Timothy to fight to believe, battling against whatever
forces in him and in the world that would seem to want to crush his belief in God and the good news of His mercy
through Jesus the Messiah. He urges him to grab onto the promise of eternal life to which God has called him and
directed him through the internal work of His Spirit which has caused him to belief and place his future hope in eternal
life and salvation. Paul knows that Timothy has make public his belief in this gospel, stating categorically that it makes
sense to him that it is true.

104 rapoyyédio °[cot] évomiov °Tob 8e0d T00 "{oYovotvTog TO TEVTa Kol fXptoTod Incob® 10D LopTUPHGOVTOG
émi Iovtiov IMiAdtov v kaAnv ouoroyiav — Paul is now giving Timothy another commandment to obey, and he
does this on the basis of God’s being the source of life, i.e., eternal life, for all those make the kind of confession of
belief in Jesus which Timothy has made, as well as on the basis of Jesus’ being the one who stated honestly to the
Roman governor Pontius Pilate that he was the Jew’s king and Messiah.

105 typficai oe Ty évioAv domilov GvemiAnurtov péxpt THC Empaveiog To kvpiov MUV Incod Xpiotod — On the
above basis, Paul urges Timothy to obey the “commandment” of vs. 11 and 12 as a means to remaining spiritually and
morally pure before God until the 2™ coming of Jesus the Messiah, assuming Timothy were to live this long, which is
always a theoretical possibility because God has not revealed exactly how long the time is between his two
appearances.

106 v xapoic idiolg delter 6 pokdplog kot pévog duvdotng, 6 Baoidede 1oV Pactievéviov, kot Kivplog v
kvprevovtev — In the first part of this verse, Paul finishes his thought from the previous two verses, that Timothy
should do all that he can to obey the gospel consistently and persistently until Jesus’ return, which will be the point in
history when those who have had authentic belief will be revealed along with Jesus.

The next part of this verse begins a doxology to God where Paul lists certain aspects unique to Him, and on the basis of
these being true, Paul attributes all glory, honor, praise, and power to God for all eternity.

God is the “blessed” One, the person who is worthy of the highest praise and honor. God is the “only authority,” the
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One who is ruling and governing the creation at the highest level. Indeed, He is determining every element within the
creation at every moment of time. He is the “King of those who reign and the Lord of those who rule,” meaning that no
human ruler carries out his responsibility without being governed and ruled by God. God determines the desires,
thoughts, and actions of all human rulers for His own eternal purposes.

107 5 névog Exov dbavocioy, dc oikdV GTpociTov, Ov e1dev 008eiC GvpOTOV, 008 18eiv dVvatar @ T Kol
Kkpdtog aidviov. aunv — God is the only person who in and of Himself is immortal and eternal. God can create
immortal beings, but their immortality is contingent on His causing them to continue to exist. His immortality simply
is, because He simply is and therefore relies on or is dependent on no one else or nothing else for His existence. God
dwells where no created being can exist, in a flood of light that no created being can even see, because He exists
outside the creation. Therefore, by definition, no created being can be where He is in His transcendence. It is to this
God, the one and only God, to whom Paul communicates a doxology extolling His glory, honor, and power which are
from all eternity and for all eternity.

So these last two verses are a doxology to God the Father, not to Jesus, as the description makes this clear with
references such as “the One dwelling in unapproachable light, which no man has seen and is able to see.” People have
seen and will see Jesus, because he is God within the creation. But no one can “see” the Father in His transcendence
outside the creation.

108 Toic TAovsiolg &v 1@ VOV aidvL Topdyyelle uf "Oynlo@poveilv unde RATIKEVOL L TAOVTOV GENAGTNTL GAL
FETL 0E® T TO TOPEYOVTL NUIV TAVIN TAOVGInG €ig dndlavoty — Paul returns to the issue of the rich and where their
hearts are. Do they desire wealth in the present age more than wealth in the future age, in eternity? If the former, then
they are operating out of their pride and desire to establish for themselves what is right vs. wrong apart from God. Paul
urges Timothy to command these arrogant wealthy people not to be arrogant, but to submit to God’s truth with
humility. They have placed their future well-being in their wealth, and Paul knows that wealth cannot buy a person
total shalom and security. Only God can do this in the eternal Kingdom of God, and Paul wants the wealthy to count on
God to gve them wholeness of life and security now vis-a-vis their confident expectation in the future that God will
give them complete wholeness of life and security in eternity. Meanwhile, they can view all the things of this world to
which they have access either with or without financial wealth, e.g., a beautiful sunset, the oceans, etec. as God’s
wealth to human beings in the present realm and therefore as things to enjoy to the utmost.

109 gyaiboepyeiv, mAovTeiv &v Epyolc Kohoic, evuetaddToug eivot, kKowvovikove — Instead of setting their sights on
financial wealth as their greatest goal, Paul would have the wealthy set their sights on doing what is good, right, and
moral in their lives, regardless of the size of their bank accounts. This means that if they do have great wealth, that they
should incorporate it into their “good works” and share it with others who are in need.

10 gmomoavpifoviog éovtoic Oeuéhiov KoAdV gl 10 wéAAov, Tva émAdBovior Thic "dvimg Lofic — By the wealthy
sharing their wealth as part of their good words, they are putting their morality into a savings account of sorts where
they will be able to withdraw it in the future in the eternal Kingdom of God. However, their withdrawal will be of
actual moral perfection and immortal life, as though God transforms their earthly, imperfect good works into eternal
morally perfect good works. But it is their commitment to the truth of the gospel and living in accordance with it that
will be the condition on which they attain the transformed “good works” out of their storage bin or savings account.
1O Tipdbee, Thv Topadixnv @OA0EOV ExkTpemduevog T0¢ PeRAOVE "KEVOPOVIOG Ko GVTIOESELS THS WELSOVOLOV
yvooeng — Paul’s final appeal to Timothy is to guard the gospel, to protect it from any false or worldly ideas from
being incorporated into it. Instead, Timothy must keep this message which God Himself has entrusted to Timothy
through Paul’s teaching him pure and untainted by ideas or information coming from the world that are different from
the biblical message of Jesus the Messiah.

12 Hv tveg émoryyeddopevol mept Thv mioTy notoymoay ‘H xdpic ‘ued dudv'. — Paul acknowledges that there are
people who profess to be followers of Jesus the Messiah, but they have so allowed worldly and false ideas to creep into
their “biblical” worldview, they have no longer believe what is true. Their “gospel” is now such a hodge podge of
biblical ideas and worldly ideas that they cannot say to believe the gospel anymore.

And finally Paul wishes God’s grace, God’s independent choice to be kind and saving towards people, to be with
Timothy and the Ephesian Christians, because ultimately it will be God’s grace that permits them all to live out Paul’s
instructions in this letter for the sake of their acquiring eternal mercy and life in the Kingdom of God.
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